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The administration of London i1s formed of two tiers —a city-wide, strategic tier and a |
local tier. City-wide administration is coordinated by the Greater London Authorty (GLA),
while local administration is carried out by 33 smaller authorities, The GLA consists of two
elected parts; the Mayor of London, who has executive powers, and the London
Assembly, who scrutinise the Mayor's decisions and can accept or reject his budget
proposals each year. The GLA was set up in 2000 to replace the similar Greater London
Council (GLC) which had been abolished in 1986. The headquarters of the GLA and the
Mayer of Londen is at City Hall; the Mayor 1s Bons Jehnson, The 33 local authorities are
the councils of the 32 London boroughs and the City of London Corporation. They are
responsible for local services not overseen by the GLA, such as local planning, scheools,
social services, local roads and refuse collection.
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Following Lenden's growth in the 17th centorld's largest city from about 1831 to 1925, This
growth was aided from 1836 by London's first railways, which put couury, it becarne the
wntryside towns within easy reach of the city.

The rail nebwork expanded very rapidly, and caused these places to grow while London itself

expanded into surrcunding fields, merging with neighbouring settlerents such as

Kensington. Rising traffic congestion on city centre roads led to the creation of the world's
Froperties
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